Orders

Tip Sheet

REPEAT COVID-19 TESTING ON HOSPITALIZED PATIENT S
DESCRIPT ION/BACKGROUND
Audience: Providers caring for inpatients
We have begun repeat COVID testing for hospitalized patients at the acute care hospitals and at Bryn Mawr Rehab. This
will help us identify any patients who were asymptomatic COVID carriers but did not test positive on admission. We can
then isolate these patients and protect our other patients and our staff.
Testing will occur every six days, beginning the day of admission. The date of admission should be considered Day 0, and
inpatients should be retested every six days thereafter (ex. Day 6, Day 12, Day 18, etc.). Tests will be sent to Lankenau
Medical Center and be resulted in 6-12 hours.
A BPA has been created to save providers time and identify when testing should be ordered and will function as explained
in this tip sheet.

YOUR WORKFLOW
BPA CRITERIA
Epic will search the patient’s chart and not suggest ordering COVID-19 testing if the patient meets any of these three
criteria:
1. The patient has a positive COVID-19 test in the last 90 days.
2. Currently has an active COVID-19 testing order.
3. The patient has COVID-19 test results within the past 4 days.
Note: The BPA will exclude NICU, Nursery, ED, and RH TCC patients.
If the patient does not meet any of the above criteria, the BPA will fire and prompt the provider through ordering COVID19 testing. The BPA is intended to fire on Day 5 to order a test the next day, Day 6.
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ORDERING T EST ING
1. When the provider opens the chart for a patient that requires testing, the BPA will fire. Order will be pre-selected.
2. Click Accept.
3. The order detail screen appears with Inpatient 6-day testing and a frequency of Every 6 days both pre-selected.
Employed in healthcare setting? and Resident in a congregate (group) care setting? are required before
completing order.

4. Provider clicks Accept and then signs the order. The BPA will not continue to fire while this serial testing order is
in place.

© 2020 Epic Systems Corporation. Confidential. © MHLS. Last revised 1/12/2021. CES/##.

2

Orders

Tip Sheet

DIRECT ADMISSIONS
Direct admissions without a COVID-19 test in Main Line Health’s Epic will trigger the BPA but the provider will
need to manually change the start date of the test.
1. The BPA fires per steps 1-3 above.
2. Before clicking Accept, the provider must change the start date to Today. Scheduled times will then
automatically adjust based upon the date of the initial test.

PAT IENT S WHO DEVELOP COVID-19 SYMPT OMS
If a patient develops COVID-19 symptoms at any point in their admission, a new order with Symptomatic/COVID
Suspected can be ordered as a one-time order. The ordering provider will get a duplicate order alert and should
discontinue the original Inpatient 6-day testing order at this time. If the patient is negative, the BPA will fire 5 days later if
the patient is still admitted. If the result is positive, there will be no need for further testing.
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